ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF
DISARMAMENT*
throughout the history of humanity, chiefs, kings, emperors
and nation states have all relied on warfare to protect and, if
possible, to expand their domination. Major advances in techni-
ques have often found their first application in means of conquest
—no less true today than at the height of the power of ancient
Egypt, Sumer, China, India and Peru. The continuing reliance
on weapons of warfare has now as never before reached the point
of logical absurdity. Armaments in the arsenals of the major
powers are capable of annihilating most of mankind. Realization
that war between them could no longer serve as an instrument
of national policy is spreading. And yet, arms are being piled up.
Like the miserly person hiding under the floor the savings he would
never use nor bequeath, nations are adding to an ever-expanding
stock-pile of weapons even a small part of which is adequate to
destroy all, including themselves.
There is now an accumulation of technical knowledge which
in an outburst of half an hour of insanity could devastate almost
all animate objects, the product of patient evolution over the ages.
But if wisely utilized, it also has the potential to overcome in half
a century the age-old afflictions of mankind—squalor, poverty,
want and disease. Humanity is thus being steadily pressed to
choose between half an hour of insanity or half a century of far-
sighted international co-operation.
These mounting pressures were reflected in a resolution of the
General Assembly of the United Nations in 1959.1 Tn it, the ques-
tion of disarmament was characterized as "the most important
me facing the world today". It expressed the hope that "measures
leading towards the goal of geneAl and complete disarmament
under effective international control will be worked out in detail
and agreed upon in the shortest ^possible time". This urgency for
* Reprinted from the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, October 1962.
1 See Official Records of the   General Assembly, 14th Session, Supplement
No, 16, Resolution 137S (XIV).
232

